
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Oikos Institute Names Leadership for 
Multimillion-Dollar “Hidden Congregations” Initiative 

EVANSTON, IL / WASHINGTON, DC – The Oikos Institute for Social Impact is pleased 
to welcome The Rev. Dr. Audrey C. Price as Director of Programs and Rev. Dr. Jeri L. 
Wright as Assistant Director of Programs. This newly appointed leadership team will 
oversee the Institute’s established Programs division and its flagship five-year initiative, 
"Hidden Congregations: Inspiring Stories of Discipleship." 

Funded by a multimillion-dollar grant from Lilly Endowment Inc. via Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary, the Hidden Congregations Program is designed to identify, 
document, and amplify the remarkable stories of 20 small, under-resourced Christian 
congregations that deeply nurture their communities. The project utilizes professional 
multimedia storytelling to shift public narratives away from themes of church decline or 
scandal, focusing instead on the vibrancy and hope found in local ministry. By 
emphasizing the extraordinary work performed in Black and Brown working-class 
communities, the initiative seeks to bring visibility to impact that often goes unnoticed by 
the philanthropic and policy sectors. Ultimately, the program will illuminate how small 
churches can successfully partner with non-profit organizations and civic institutions to 
expand their reach and efficacy. 

The leadership for this division brings a wealth of specialized expertise to the initiative. 
Rev. Dr. Audrey C. Price joins the Oikos Institute from the Aspen Institute in 
Washington, DC, where she served as the Deputy Director of the Religion and Society 
Program. A trained Racial Justice Facilitator with a Ph.D. in Systematic Theology, she 
has an extensive history of managing major national initiatives in racial justice and 
philanthropy.  

Rev. Dr. Jeri L. Wright elevates to her new role having previously served as the Oikos 
Institute’s National Conference Director. Dr. Wright brings over 30 years of experience in 
strategic planning, media production, and community organizing to the Programs 
division and recently earned her Doctor of Ministry in Human Centered Design. 

"Small congregations play an essential role in cultivating thriving communities. It’s time 
the world saw that story," says Rev. Dr. Reginald Blount, Oikos Institute Executive 
Director and Co-Founder. Garrett President Javier Viera adds that the collaboration 
exemplifies a powerful synergy where the organizations are stronger than the sum of 
their parts. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/fde0156f801/26f9205b-ec28-4ce7-bd94-1fc5e4c2c7d6.pdf?rdr=true


 

About The Oikos Institute for Social Impact  

The Oikos Institute helps congregations strategically respond to the effects of 
gentrification and changing local demographics by harnessing the power of their Faith, 
Intellectual, Social, and Human Capital.  

About Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary  

Garrett Seminary is a graduate school of theology, ministry, and public service located 
on the campus of Northwestern University, committed to forming leaders who cultivate 
communities of justice and hope. 

 

Media Contact: Rev. Dr. Audrey C. Price | aprice@oikosinstitute.org 

Websites: oikosinstitute.org | garrett.edu 

 
 

 

 
 


